
Symposium
For over 40 years,  international academics, independent researchers, and performers have gathered in Mystic--and now 
in Essex--to share their passion for and original research into the music of the sea with a live audience. This year, with 
the support of our sponsor CT Humanities, presentations will be streamed and archived online. Sea Music was the first 

true world music, and the Sea Music Symposium links university scholars with practitioners from America and 
(virtually) Asia with enthusiastic audiences, providing scholarship that is accessible, entertaining, and enlightening. 

Audience Q&A will follow each presentation.

9 am

“Mobility of Music Features within 
South and Southeast Asia.”

 “The Circulation of Theatre between South 
and Southeast Asia in the late 19th Century”

Chinthaka Prageeth Meddegoda

Chinthaka Prageeth Meddegoda is currently senior lecturer on 
North Indian music at the University of Visual and Performing 
Arts in Colombo, Sri Lanka,  and the director of its Quality 
Assurance Committee. He completed his PhD at Universiti 
Putra Malaysia. He has gained his knowledge of North Indian 
music from great gurus residing in Lucknow and Banaras.

“The Sea Gypsies’ Mobility and the Transfer of Musical 
Cultures along the Andaman Coast of Thailand”

Rewadee Ungpho

Rewadee Ungpho, who obtained her PhD in Germany, is a music 
lecturer at Prince of Songkla University, Thailand. She is 
interested in the music of Sea Gypsies, an ethnic group living 
along the Andaman Coast of Southern Thailand. She spent 
many years collecting information about the Sea Gypsies’ music 
and continues to work in this field.

 “Maritime Trade Routes between China and Sarawak’s 
Inland Communities and their Impact on Musical Features”

Gisa Jähnichen
Gisa Jähnichen is currently professor in ecomusicology at 
Shanghai Conservatory of Music’s Center for Asian-European 
Research, Shanghai, China. She has worked many years as a 
university professor in Southeast Asia and a long-term field 
researcher. She is a member of IASA, RILM MIXTE Commit-
tee, DeCoSEAS team and ICTM, editing many publications in 
addition to her own writing.

10 am

“‘They delight in Musicke above measure’: Bridging Lingual 
Barriers through Music on 16th-Century English Voyages” 

James Seth
James Seth, an Assistant Professor in the Department of English 
at Central Washington University is a member of that universi-
ty’s Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program. He holds 
the Ph.D. in English Literature from Oklahoma State Universi-
ty where his dissertation was on “Shakespeare’s Sea Creatures.” 
His book Maritime Musicians and Performers on Early Modern 
English Voyages: The Lives of the Seafaring Middle Class is 
coming soon from the Amsterdam University Press. This marks 
his first appearance at the Sea Music Symposium.

5

1 pm
“A Shipwreck, a Ballad, and a Busker: Interpreting the 

Legacy of Antiguan Thomas Joseph”
Dan Lanier

Dan Lanier, an independent researcher and musician, has studied 
maritime music and cultures for over 40 years. As a volunteer at 
Mystic Seaport Sea Music Festivals, he assisted with featured 
performers the Nunamta Yup’ik Eskimo Dancers, the Barrouallie 
Whalers, and the Northern Neck Chanteymen. Dan’s career in 
environmental consulting brought him to the Eastern Caribbean 
to collaborate with professionals from many islands, including 
Antigua, giving him an appreciation for the region’s rich culture 
and history. He is a former Festival Director and frequent 
presenter at the Sea Music Symposium.

2 pm

“Singing the Dream-Tide: Killen and the art of 
bardic interpretation”

David Peloquin
David Peloquin is a musician, performer, author, editor, and 
lecturer with wide-ranging expertise from Melville to mysticism 
and meditation. A former Mystic Seaport Chanteyman, he has 
performed at previous Sea Music Festivals, solo or with his bands 
Wickford Express and Compass Rose. He has been a frequent 
presenter at the Melville Society and at the Sea Music Symposium.

3 pm
“Reclaiming Shenandoah: A Musicological Recovery of 

Working Chanty Form” 
Gibb Schreffler

Gibb S. Schreffler is Associate Professor of Music, Pomona 
College. He holds the Ph.D. in Music (Ethnomusicology) from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara where his dissertation was 
on “Signs of Separation: Dhol in Punjabi Culture.” He has 
published Boxing the Compass: A Century and a Half of Discourse 
About Sailors’ Chanties and presented many papers about Punjabi 
musical culture and the multiracial origins of chanties to audiences 
from school age to sailors to seniors. He has been a frequent 
presenter at the Sea Music Symposium.

4 pm
“A Comb and a Glass in Her Hand: The Mermaid’s Family Tree” 

[Please see his bio in the performer list] 
Jerry Bryant

Lunch Break

11 am

 “Songs of The 1797 Strike Of The British Navy”  
[Please see his bio in the performer list]

Dick Holdstock


